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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
215 15th Street, Newport Beach, CA 92663 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES  
Wednesday, 11 December 2024 

 

Meeting called to order at approximately 1904 hrs. 

The Colors were advanced. 
Invocation: Chaplain Barry Butzloff 
Pledge of Allegiance: Commander Fleming Jr.  
 POW/MIA Ceremony: Walter Roberts, M.a.L 
Recited the Preamble of the Constitution of The American Legion: lead by Commander Brian Fleming Jr.  
 

ROLL CALL: 
 Brian Fleming Jr., Commander  Cindy Baker, Judge Advocate  Jon Reynolds, M.a.L. 
 Ernest Alonso., 1st Vice Cmdr.   Bob Wine, Finance Officer  Walter Roberts, M.a.L.  
 Ray Ricard, 2nd Vice Cmdr.   Mike Mailman, Sgt-at-Arms   Mike Berdine, M.a.L. 
 David Heinle, 3rd Vice Cmdr.  Cory Vigil, Service Officer  Mike Schubert, M.a.L. 
 VACATED, Jr. Past Cmdr.  Barry Butzloff, Chaplain  Nick Giordano, M.a.L. 
 David Zamudio, Adjutant  Johnny Arganda Historian  David Zamudio, M.a.L.  

 
Excused: Ray Ricard / Mike Schubert 
Unexcused: None  
 
QUORUM held.  
 
Honored Guests: 

 John Minnella- CA Dept. Judge Advocate / CA Dept. Vice Comdr. Candidate 
 Doug Nye- Post 291 Past Commander 
 Jon Reynolds- Post 291 Past Commander 
 Jeffrey Freeman, CA Department Commander Candidate 
 Joe Grecko, Navy League 

 
Reports from Legion Family Members & Other Guests: 

 
Auxiliary- 1st Vice President - Dana Johnston 

 

 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291

16

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291

17

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291

18



 
 

Page 2 of 7 
 

Auxiliary- 1st Vice President - Dana Johnston (cont.) 
 

  

  
 
Sons of the American Legion – Tim Sullivan, Commander  
 

• 2025 Membership steadily increasing.  
• Christmas Party for SALs was a great success.  
• Boat Parade event almost sold out. 

o 30 Tickets left. 
• SALs are dark in January 2025 

 
American Legion Yacht Club –Commodore Dave Campagnari  

• Membership is growing and strong. 

  
 
Honor Guard – Vice Commander- Mike Mailman 

 

 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291

19

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291

20

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291
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American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291
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American Legion Yacht Club
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American Legion Yacht Club
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Post 291 Honor Guard / Color Guard

67 events completed in 2024
0 additional pending for the month
20 active members

0 New Recruit

28



 
 

Page 3 of 7 
 

General Membership Meeting Minutes:  
 

• Commander Fleming requests for a motion to be put on the table to waive the reading of 
the 13 November 2024 General Membership Meeting Minutes.  

• A motion was made to waive the reading of the minutes of the 13 November 2024 
General Meeting. 

o M/S/No D/ MC- Motion Carries Unanimously 
• Commander Fleming requests for a motion to be put on the table to approve the 13 

November 2024 General Membership Meeting Minutes.  
• A motion was made to approved the minutes of the 13 November 2024 General Meeting. 

o M/S/No D/ MC- Motion Carries Unanimously 
Correspondence 

• NONE 
  
 

Officer Reports: 
 

Commander Brian Fleming Jr.   
 
• Commander Fleming Jr. discusses the improvements to the Post.  
• Congratulations to 2nd Vice Cmdr., Ray Ricard on recognition of 2024 Veteran of the Year. 

  

  

  
 

Parking Lot Arm- Replaced
Post Commander Fleming

34

Roof Repair
Post Commander Fleming

35

Marina Bathroom
Post Commander Fleming

36

In Progress Projects
Post Commander Fleming

• Marina Electrical Concerns

• A/V Repairs in the Main Hall

• Main Hall Exterior Door Replacement

37

Future Plans- 2025
Post Commander Fleming

• Repair the Remainder of the Roof.

• Repair Wrought Iron Parking Gate.

• Yacht Club Hut Ceiling Repair.

• Dock Upgrades / Electrical.

38

2nd Vice Commander, Ray Ricard
2024 Veteran of the Year

39
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Brad McDermott
American Legion Baseball

45

Adjutant David Zamudio  

• No Report 
 

1st Vice Cmdr. Ernest Alonso 

• 4200 Members Approximately 
• 2025 Goal- 4300 

 
2nd Vice Cmdr. Ray Ricard-  

 
• No Report (Excused Absence) 

 
3rd Vice Cmdr. David Heinle- 

• Boys & Girls State: 
o Explanation of 

program 
o Interviews next month 

 

  
 
Finance Officer Bob Wine – Post Financial Operations. 

 
  

3rd Vice Commander
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Brad McDermott
American Legion Baseball
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Brad McDermott
American Legion Baseball
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Finance Officer, Bob Wine
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Officer Reports (cont.) 
Finance Officer Bob Wine (cont.) 

 

 

 

Finance Officer, Bob Wine
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Finance Officer, Bob Wine
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Finance Officer, Bob Wine
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Officer Reports (cont.) 
Historian Johnny Arganda 

• No Report  
Sergeant at Arms Mike Mailman-  

• No Report 

  
Chaplin Barry Butzloff 

• Moment of Silence for those who have departed.  

 
 
 

Service Officer Cory Vigil 

  

  

Chaplain Barry
Deceased Legionnaires

Paul Bunney, Vietnam
John Franke, Vietnam
Harry Hammer, Korea

Clint Harris, Persian Gulf
Frank Leingang, Korea

Thomas Mallard, Vietnam
Gerald McClellan, WWII

Skip Payne, Vietnam
Jerome Salavec, Vietnam
Robert Sammut, Vietnam

56

Service Officer- Donations Committee

58

Service Officer- Donations Comm (cont.)

59

Service Officer December Report

60
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OFFICER REPORTS (cont.) 
 

Judge Advocate Cindy Baker 
• No Report 

 
Members at Large –  
 
Jon Reynolds.- No Report 
 
Walter Roberts-  No Report  
 
Mike Berdine- No Report 
 
Mike Schubert- Excused Absence 
 
Nick Giordano-  No Report  
 
David Zamudio- No Report 
 

 
Unfinished Business 

• None 
 

Induction of New Members, 1st Vice Cmdr., Ernest Alonso (total number: 13 ) 
 

• Inductees Names read to membership 
• Inductees were brought to the front of the stage.  
• Motion presents to accept inductees. 

o M/S/No D/ MC- Motion Carries Unanimously 
• Commander Fleming reads rules and expectations to all new legionnaires.  

 
 

New Business 
 

NONE 
 

Good of the Legion 
  

• 1st Vice Cmdr., Ernest Alonso 
o Reminds membership of next Veteran’s Coffee Talk 

• Jeff Freeman 
o Discussion of Peer Support Certified training to be offered in the future.  

 
 
 

Chaplain Barry Butzloff gives closing prayer.  
 
 
 

 
The Meeting was adjourned at 2046 hours.  
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