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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES 

THURSDAY, 03 OCT 2024 
CALL TO ORDER: Appx. 1833 HRS 
INVOCATION:  Barry Butzoff, Chaplain 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commander Brian Fleming Jr.  

 
ROLL CALL: 

 Brian Fleming Jr., Commander  Lawrence Brown, Judge Advocate  Jon Reynolds, M.a.L. 
 Ernest Alonso., 1st Vice   Bob Wine, Finance Officer  Walter Roberts, M.a.L.  
 Ray Richard, 2nd Vice    Mike Mailman, Sgt-at-Arms   Mike Berdine, M.a.L. 
 David Heinle, 3rd Vice  Cory Vigil, Service Officer  Mike Schubert, M.a.L. 
 Evin Planto, Jr. Past Comm  Barry Butzloff, Chaplain  Nick Giordano, M.a.L.  
 David Zamudio, Adjutant  Johnny Arganda, Historian  David Zamudio, M.a.L.  

    
Excused: Johnny Arganda / Ernest Alonso / Ray Richard    
Unexcused:  
Quorum is held. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & GUEST COMMENTS:  
Gilbert Quevas, Legionnaire 
 
Affiliates and Programs Reports: 

 Auxiliary Unit 291 – Mary Beth Martin, President 
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Auxiliary Unit 291 (cont.) 
 

  

  

  
 
 
 

 SAL Squadron 291 – Tim Sullivan 
o Current Membership at 100% 
o 9/11 Memorial Banners will remain up until the end of the month. 
o Boat Parade Tickets on Sale, sales are very positive. 
o Month of December SAL squadron is dark.  
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American Legion Yacht Club

24

 ALYC –Commodore– David Campagnari 
o Nominations for 2025 Officers is November 10th. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Honor Guard – Vice Commander Mike Mailman  
 

 
 
Minutes Approval 
 

 Executive Committee Minutes: 05 September 2024 
o Copies given to all officers 
o Motion presented to approve the 05 September 2024 Minutes 
o Seconded by Mike Berdine (Member at Large) 
o M/S/No D/MC- Motion carries unanimously. 
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Post 291 Honor Guard / Color Guard

54 events completed in 2024
6 additional pending for the month
20 active members

0 New Recruit
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Marina Entrance- New Vinyl Gate

37

Correspondence 
 Adjutant David Zamudio – The following was read to all Executive Committee Members: 

 

  
 
Committee Reports 
 

 House Committee- David Zamudio (Chair) 
o Review of House Committee completed items and pending items to resolve. 

   

   

 
 

Correspondence

Following the “Vote of No Confidence” against
Junior Past Commander Evin Planto, a Recall has
been initiated by a petition signed by 11 Voting
Eligible Officers, which is more that the required
2/3rds needed.

The Recall Petition reads:

32

Correspondence

Subject: Recall Petition for Evin Planto- 205779989

In accordance with the American Legion Newport Harbor Post 291 Bylaws,
Section 5.8.2 – Recall , this petition is in reference to Evin Planto
(205779989)

By my signature below, I attest that I am no longer confident in the abilities
of Evin Planto to continue the duties of the American Legion Newport
Harbor Post 291 Jr. Past Commander. I request that a recall vote take
place to remove Evin Planto from his position of the Executive Committee.

It is with good intentions to offer Evin Planto the opportunity to resign in
order to prevent the complications and possible embarrassment of an
officer recall.

If the Jr. Past Commander Evin Planto declines his resignation, this
correspondence will be read at the General Membership meeting on
October 9th.

33

House Committee
Completed Items

• Ontario Refrigeration -smart phone application.
• Marina Electrical Box – Secured
• Noise Decibel Meters
• Termite Tenting of Sheds.
• Shed by ALYC Hut dismantled.
• Marina vinyl gate to Entrance complete.
• Replacement Fans (3) Main Hall.
• Increased Dry Dock Storage by 6 Trailers.
• New Tough Shed

36

Noise Decibel Meter Installation

38

22 Patio Heaters Approved
E-Comm approved via email vote

39

Storage Shed Termite Tenting

40

Renovation, with new roof, for the Marina
Bathroom and Storage Building

41

House Committee
Upcoming

• Dry Dock Storage space was increased by 6
spaces.
o Those on the waiting list will be contacted by the

end of the month.

42
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 Finance Committee- Bob Wine 
o Met and discussed the September statements. 

 Will discuss restricted repairs and maintenance line item in officer report.  
 Donations Committee- Cory Vigil (Chair) 

o Discussed committee meeting and VEAF Donation Campaign.  
o Received $7500.00 donation from Newport Yacht Club. 

 Negotiations Committee- Bob Wine (Chair) 
o Gave up on status with City on Amendment.  
o In final stage of agreement. 
o Commander Fleming stated that we will possible have a Special Executive Committee to review and approved the Amendment 

so it will get in the Newport City Council November Agenda.  
 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 
COMMANDER- Brian Fleming Jr. 

 
 

 
 
 
ADJUTANT – David Zamudio 

  No Report 
 
1ST VICE COMMANDER – Ernest Alonso. – Membership 

 No Report (Excused Absence) 
 
 
2ND VICE COMMANDER – Ray Richard - Speaking about upcoming events and bands. 

  No Report (Excused Absence) 
 
 
 

Commander Brian Fleming Jr.

• A formal letter has been sent to the
Department Adjutant requesting the
$10,000.00 refund from the National
Commander Campaign Fund.

• Reminder that we will have the Bylaw
amendment voting at the October 9th General
Membership Meeting.

45

A Great thank you to Chris & Karen Smith
for volunteering to do their part.

46
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS (cont.) 
 
3RD VICE COMMANDER – David Heinle - Speaking about Boys State and Americanism. 

  September 24th, Troop 8480 Girl Scouts toured the Post 
 17 Girl Scouts 

 Lead by Brad McDermott, Christmas tree fundraiser to benefit the Psot 291 Baseball team is beginning soon.  
 Emails sent out to High School counselors to solicit new candidates for the 2025 Boys/Girls State. 

 
JR. PAST COMMANDER – Evin Planto 

 Requested that correction be made to the correspondence referencing Past Commander vs. Jr. Past Commander. 
 Correction will be made to the slides.  

 Requested more clarification on reasoning for “vote of no confidence”. 
 Requested more clarification on “Cease and Desist” letter. 

 
FINANCE OFFICER – Bob Wine  

 Presented Executive Summary of Post 291 Financials 

 

  
 

Finance Officer - Executive Summary

55

Finance Officer - Marina Renovation Costs
As of 03 Oct 2024

56
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS (cont.) 
 
HISTORIAN – Johnny Arganda 

  No Report (Excused Absence) 
 
SERGEANT AT ARMS – Mike Mailman 

  Discussion on Officer on Duty responsibilities 
 
CHAPLAIN – Barry Butzloff 

  Discussed on presenting slide to deceased Legionnaires 

 
 
 
SERVICE OFFICER – Cory Vigil  
 

 Discussed new Cal-Vet grant that will allow veterans of other than honorable discharge. 
o Will utilize this Flex Funds towards gas cards.  

  
  

 

Chaplain Barry
Deceased Legionnaires

• David Adams (Vietnam)

• Paul Alfrey (Korea)

• Giles Allison (Vietnam)

• Darrell Boucher (Vietnam)

• Donald Bradbury (Vietnam)

• Carl Brighton (Vietnam)

• Walter Charamza (WWII)

• Peggy Duerr (Vietnam)

• Ned Eckert (Vietnam)

• Thomas Hohman (Persian Gulf)

• Emil Horvath (Vietnam)

• Gail Huitt (Vietnam)

• Billy Kimberly (Korea)

• James Ibbotson (Korea)

• Douglas Landrum (Vietnam)

• Samuel Martinez (Korea)

• Daniel McIntyre (Vietnam)

• Ronald McVicar (Vietnam)

• William Moodie (WWII)

• Kent Moore (Vietnam)

• John Ochs (GW-Terrorism)

• Patrick Ohealy (Vietnam)

• David Reidy (Vietnam)

• Ronald Rismon (Vietnam)

• Paul Taylor (Vietnam)

• Alfred Wach (Vietnam)

• Benton Williams (Korea)

• Robert Woolford (Vietnam)

61

Service Officer- Donations Committee

63

Service Officer- Donations Comm (cont.)

64

Service Officer October Report

65
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS (cont.) 
 
JUDGE ADVOCATE- Lawrence Brown 

 No Report 
 
MEMBERS AT LARGE  

 Jon Reynolds- No Report 
 Walter Roberts- No Report 
 Mike Berdine- No Report 
 Mike Schubert- No Report 
 Nick Giordano- No Report 
 David Zamudio- No Report 

 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS (cont.) 
 

 Commander Fleming recites to Executive Committee, American Legion Post 291 Bylaw 5.8.2- Recall. 

 
 
 
 

 Commander Fleming request the resignation of Jr. Past Commander Evin Planto. 
o Jr Past Commander Evin Planto declines to resign. 

 Commander Fleming informs the Executive Committee that the correspondence will be read by the Adjutant at the 09 October 2024 
General Membership Meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 

Correspondence

35
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NEW BUSINESS (cont.) 
 

  MOTION presented Finace Officer, Bob Wine 
o “I move that we eliminate account number 1123, which is the Merrill Lynch Restricted Maintenance Account, and 

transfer the balance of the fund of that account back to account number 1122,which is the Merrill Lynch savings 
account.” 

o SECONDED by Member at Large, Nick Giordano 
o No Discussion – MOVE TO VOTE: 

 Aye 13 
 Nay- 0 
 Abstentions- 0 

o M/S/noD/ MC: Motion Carries Unanimously 
 Donations Operating Policy 

o Commander Fleming offers attendees physical copies, and the policy has been sent our via email prior to the meeting.  
o Commander Fleming request to entertain a motion to approve the Donations Committee Operating Policy. 

 MOTION- Member at Large, Jon Reynolds 
• “ I move the Executive Committee approve the published draft Donations Committee Policy.” 
• SECONDED: Member at Large, Mike Berdine 
• DISCUSSION: Jr. Past Commander Evin Planto 

o Question concerning whether we are approving a draft to put in place. 
o Answered: Jon Reynolds, we are approving a draft that will become a policy.  

• MOVE TO VOTE:  
o Ayes- 13 
o Nays- 0 
o Abstentions- 0 

• M/S/D/MC- Motion Carries Unanimously 
 Motion presented 3Rd Vice Commander, David Heinle 

o “ I move the Post to donate $1000.00, as last year, towards the Christmas Tree Fundraiser, for American Legion 
Baseball.” 

o Seconded: Jr. Past Commander, Evin Planto 
o Discussion: Member at Large, Nick Giordano 

 Requests more information to understand the fundraiser.  
o Member at Large, Mike Berdine 

 Comments that last year we purchased trees then donated them. 
o Member at Large, Mike Schubert 

 Asked how much money was raised last year with the program.  
o MOVE TO VOTE: 

 Ayes- 13 
 Nays- 0 
 Abstentions- 0 
 M/S/D/MC- Motion Carries Unanimously 

 
GOOD OF THE LEGION 
 

  Service Officer, Cory Vigil 
o Informed the Executive Committee, for the donation to Veterans Legal Institute Gala, there are tickets available and would 

like to send out invitations to anyone who would like to come. Can bring a plus 1.  
o Reminded there are golf tournaments available and let him know.  

 
CLOSING PRAYER- Chaplain Barry Butzloff 
 
ADJOURNED: Approximately 2009 hours. 
 


